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starvation, sufficed for two, I do not undertake to determine, but I pray you mark the date at which Private Kick first arrived there, because I am informed and believe that. ... I should be sorry to grieve you, Madam, but while the report of his officers is that . . . but I wish you to be distinctly informed there has been no prospect of, or occasion for starvation on the part of Miss Tyler. General Marston, the Comdg. officer at Fort Pocahontas, within a mile or two of the dwelling of Miss Tyler, has been instructed to do and is willing to furnish all indigent people in his neighborhood with means of subsistence, and is now so furnishing them, and to him Mrs. Kick has neither made application for subsistence or assistance, nor has she made any other application to me than an appeal in favor of her husband, whom she denominates "her natural protector."
I should not have taken the trouble to pursue this unpleasant subject with you at length except that I had seen that you have chosen to take it into the newspapers, and if any more publications are thought necessary about it, I shall feel obliged to publish our correspondence. It is but fair to Mrs. Kick, however, to say now that since she has learned the character of her husband, she desires to repudiate the marriage, which she certified to, to me over her own signature. This under the circumstances to be developed certainly should not excite wonder, and is no evidence of insanity. ... I have the honor
to be      Very Respectfully, Your Obedient Servant, (B. F. B.)
From President Lincoln
Executive Mormon, WASHINGTON, August 19th, 1864
MRS. Ex. PRES'T TYLER
MY DBAB MIAJDAM: I am directed by the President of the United States to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th inst., requesting that your home on the James River may be restored to the charge of your manager, Mr. J. C. Tyler.
The President directs me to say in reply, that military considerations must of course control the decision of your request, and that the subject is therefore referred to Major General
u er>    Your obdt. Servant, JNO. G. NICOLAY, Private Secy.